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THESIS ABSTRACT

This study aimed to determine the diagnostic value of cytological
examination methods in cats with skin lesions. The study material
consisted of 20 cats presenting with dermatological lesions.
Depending on the characteristics of the lesions, samples were
collected using impression smear and skin scraping fechniques,
stained with Wright's stain, and evaluated by light microscopy.
Cytological examination primarily revealed neutrophilic inflammation,
bacterial colonization, and eosinophilic infiltration. In addition, findings
consistent with fungal and parasitic agents, as well as autoimmune
and neoplastic processes, were identified. In conclusion, cytological
examination was considered a rapid, cost-effective, and minimally
invasive diagnostic approach for the evaluation of dermatological
diseases in cats.

APPLICATION AREAS OF THE THESIS RESULTS

The rapid, cost-effective, and minimally invasive nature of impression
smear and skin scraping fechniques enables their use as part of
routine dermatological examinations, particularly in veterinary clinical
practice. Cytological findings may contribute to clinical decision-
making by guiding treatment selection and identifying cases that
require further diagnostic investigation.
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